
Progress in solving the Luniom/Leeuwin/Lewin mystery as it related to Louisa Hannaford
-our Great Grandmother and mother of our Grandpa Edgerley. In 2009 I bought some BDM 
certificates from NZ including William Walter Edgerley / Maude Mary Annie Death  marriage 
certificate below. Note the odd reference to Luniom as the maiden name of William’s mother – 
who we know to have been Louisa Hannaford.



Just before Christmas 2013 I  emailed the Anglican Church at Feilding and asked if they had the 
original entry. They kindly sent back the following. So we see Luniom was really Leeuwin. 
Remember that Louisa was b 1863 in Ballarat and was orphaned in about 1870. I could never  
find any sign of her in documents until her marriage in 1881 to William Edgerley.

I searched high and low on the www but got nowhere with the very unusual name Leeuwin that 
has Dutch origins in Australia. I mentioned all this to Fay Sefton – a  Jack Edgerley grand-
daughter who is keen on family history.
Fay has just told me she found references in Trove, the Australian National Library historic 
newspapers www site – to a Mrs Lewin wanting to adopt Louisa Hannaford. I searched Trove –
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?q=%22louisa+hannaford%22+lewin&l-australian=y
And up came several articles from Ballarat papers in 1875  - 
the gist seems to be that Louisa was in the Ballarat Orphanage and Asylum – no surprise there – 
and Mrs Lewin wanted to adopt her and take her to Fiji – one way and another we know Louisa 
was working in Fiji as a teenager when she met her future husband William Edgerley.
Here is the first note from March 1875



Then there are complications



Next we have a Letter to the Editor pleading Mrs Lewin’s case

Second part below



Then in November 1875 an Uncle of Louisa (brother of Louisa’s mother) appears 

That is about it for now but we know that our ancestor Louisa made it to Fiji – 
20 April 2016


